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Learning Goals:
Students will explore various texts relating to a topic of their choice. 
Students will develop three personal assignments that allow them to demonstrate their learning from the texts.
Students will present what they have learned about their topic to the class.
Curriculum Outcomes:
· Students will be expected to communicate information and ideas effectively and clearly, and to respond personally and critically
· Students will be expected to select and read with understanding a range of literature, information, and media
· Students will be expected to interpret, select, and combine information using a variety of strategies, and technologies
· Students will be expected to respond personally to a range of texts
· Students will be expected to respond critically to a range of texts, applying their understanding of language, form, and genre
Instructions:
1. Choose a topic that you want to learn about.
2. Choose three texts that focus on your topic. Some examples of texts you might consider include, but are not limited to:
· 
· Short stories     
· Poems/songs
· Interview
· novel
· Instruction booklet
· News stories
· Films
· Television shows
· TEd Talk
· Documentary
3. After week one of reading: Short informal assignment demonstrating initial knowledge from texts.
After week two: Short formal assignment related to the topic. Must be a specific style of writing that is different from first assignment.
After week three: Short formal assignment related to topic. Style of writing must be different from last 2 assignments.
4. After week 4: Prepare a 5-7 minute presentation to discuss how each of the three texts addresses the topic you chose to focus on. What did you learn about your topic?
Bonus:
· Create a piece of art that also reflects your topic. Explain your motivation, process of creation, and how your art relates to your discussion.


Independent Study Guide
Name: ____________________________________
Topic: ____________________________________
Texts chosen for topic: ______________________________________
			______________________________________
			______________________________________


Week One Assignment: _________________________________________________________
How this relates to my topic: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week Two Assignment: _________________________________________________________
How this relates to my topic: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week Three Assignment: ________________________________________________________
How this relates to my topic: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example of Topic:  Advertising
Example of 3 assignments: 1. Journal of what I have learned/accomplished so far
2. Create glossary of terms relating to advertising and create of crossword puzzle using the terms.
3. Make an advertisement being sure to use specific techniques that were learned during your reading of texts.  Write an explanation of the techniques you used in your ad.

